It is stated that Dr. Hammond has communicated to the Neurological Society of America that in his private practice during-about a year, he has observed five cases of patients labouring under Hypochondriacal Melancholia, in which there was present abscess of the liver. In these five cases his suspicion was confirmed by a puncture of the skin, followed by Aspiration which withdrew a more or less quantity of pus. The results were that no physical disturbance or determent followed, and that there was considerable alleviation of the mental symptoms.
He adds that in all cases of melancholia with hypochondriasis, the region of the liver ought to be carefully explored, and that the simple and perfectly safe operation of aspiration should be resorted to even 
